
Energy East Pipeline:  A Path to Environmental Disaster 
“Many are stubborn in pursuit of the path they have chosen, few in pursuit of the goal”  

-Friedrich Nietzsche 

 
The Energy East Pipeline→ Tar Sands →  “Game over for the climate.”  

-Jim Hansen, NASA emeritus 
 

An ugly path 
Energy East would be the largest oil pipeline project in North America, set to 
transport 1.1 million barrels of toxic tar sands oil daily. This pipeline will 
enable the tar sands to continue as the single largest contributor, and fastest 
growing source, of Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions while putting hundreds 
of communities at risk of a tar sands oil spill like the one that devastated the 
Kalamazoo River. -Tar Sands Solutions network/IPCC 
 
“ The tar sands will create irreversible environmental damage and the 
permanent loss of thousands of hectares of wetlands. It is predicted that tar 
sands expansion will harm migratory birds, caribou and other wildlife and wipe 

out traditional plants used for generations.” -Federal review panel  
 

A risky path 
Converting an existing pipeline heightens spill risks. Diluted bitumen is nearly impossible to clean and 
threatens irreversible damage to our precious waterways. 
 
“Northern Ontario public water supply, our health, our livelihoods, communities, farmlands, outdoor 
recreational activities, wildlife and fish habitats will all be at risk of dangerous and costly tar sands oil spills”  

-change.org 
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An irresponsible path 
è Canada is the worst climate performer in the western world. -

Annual Climate change Performance Index 
è Supporting Energy East means supporting further investment 

in the tar sands which create 3-4 times more greenhouse 
gas emissions than conventional oil. -Pembina Institute 

è Tar sands oil expansion plans will commit us to as much as six 
degrees of global warming.  
-International Energy Agency 

è Severe impacts of global warming, from extreme weather to 
reduced food production pose a grave threat to humanity. -
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

è Continued investment in fossil fuel infrastructure is detracting 
from investments in alternative energy futures which will 
address our climate crisis. 

 

 What goal are we pursuing? 
"...regardless of age or affiliation, all Canadians want to help create a better future for this country. "  

-Governor General speech to the throne June 2011 
 

The path needed is clear 
There is an urgent need for enabling a global transition to clean energy systems.-The International Energy 
Agency (IEA) 

Say No to Energy East!  
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