
July 6- 13th National Oil by Rail Week of Action 
        Do you know where you stand in the rail vs pipeline debate?   

Start by asking yourself.... 
 
 
1.  Are you comfortable supporting unlimited oil expansion at any cost?  
The climate crisis demands urgent action but Canada has been called the 
worst climate performer in the developed world.  We are stuck in the tar 
sands, the fastest growing source of our greenhouse gas emissions which 
are contributing to extreme weather events, rising sea levels, droughts 
and food insecurity.  In addition, tar sands oil development is poisoning 
the land, water and people of the Athabasca region, and putting 
 hundreds of communities across Canada at risk of a tar sands oil spill 
like the one that devastated Mayflower, AK.  All these costs for a 2% 
contribution to our GDP and less jobs than the Canadian beer industry. 
Want to know more? 

ü  www.canadians.org/climatejustice 
ü  www.ipcc.ch/ 

 
 
 
2.  Will moving forward with the Energy East pipeline ensure a 
decrease in rail transport of dangerous oil products through 
Kenora? 
The Canadian petroleum industry's own publications display plans to 
maximize oil extraction capacity.  In addition to the pipelines being 
proposed, they have kept current rail transport embedded in their 
projections for meeting supply with shipping infrastructure and have 
slated an increase in rail production in the future. They are not ready to 
abandon the positives rail offers in its ability to ship oil quickly with low 
overhead and its flexibility in reaching different markets.   
Another added benefit for the industry is that rail goes in both directions.   
Why is this important?  Shipping bitumen via pipeline can't happen 
without mixing the thick crude with highly toxic and flammable diluents.  
Diluent must be shipped into bitumen producing areas, generally by rail.  If all the diluent put into the 
Energy East pipeline to move 850,000 barrels per day of diluted bitumen to St. John, New Brunswick 
were moved back to Alberta by rail, a 120-car train of diluent would have to depart St. John for 
Alberta every eight hours.  
Want to know more? 

ü http://ecologyottawa.ca/2013/10/31/new-research-on-rail-risks-of-energy-east-pipeline/ 
ü http://www.crude-rail-markets-canada-2013.com/media/downloads/115-day2-0840-beth-lau-

capp-new-pdf.pdf 
 
 



3.  Should we have to choose the lesser of two evils, the 'safer' of two disaster scenarios or, is 
there an alternative? 
 
Transporting crude oil in any fashion poses dangers. Both spill. Both 
carry a commodity that is destroying our climate. The choice between 
more crude-by-rail and more pipelines is not a choice we should have 
to make.  We need to pursue an alternative.   We need to get out of the 
fossil fuel trap.  Our future lies in conserving energy and using it 
more efficiently, changing consumer habits, investing in alternative 
sources of energy, and embracing a movement away from gasoline 
powered transportation.  We cannot have a healthy economy without 
a healthy planet.  Supporting a shift to a green economy means 
healthy, sustainable jobs for our future.    
 
Want to know more? 

ü http://priceofoil.org/2014/05/27/pipelines-vs-rail-false-choice   
ü www.bluegreencanada.ca/node/70  

 

 
 

You can start right here!   
Meet Transition Initiative Kenora on Facebook: Transition Initiative Kenora 

or, join our google group:  Alternatives to Energy East 


